
Douglas-Cherokee Economic Authority 
Upward Bound 

“For the Students, by the Students.” 



Preamble

We, the students of Upward Bound, establish 
this Constitution for the Student Government 

Association of the Douglas-Cherokee Economic 
Authority Upward Bound. This Constitution 

shall provide the Student Body with an effective 
means of self-government; which shall be 

consistent with the policies of 
Douglas-Cherokee Economic Authority, 

Upward Bound, and Carson-Newman 
University. The Student Government, through 

the efforts of its members, shall promote 
cooperation between the Student Body and the 
Administration of Upward Bound in solving 

problems pertaining to the general interest of the 
Student Body. 
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Article I - Executive Branch 

Section I - President 
Executive authority shall be entrusted to the President of the SGA who shall be 
elected to a term that lasts two years. For a student to become President, he or she 
must maintain at least a 2.75 GPA during the previous school year and adhere to 
rules of DCEA, Upward Bound, and Carson-Newman University. 

The President shall be obligated with a variety of responsibilities, such as: 

1. To implement and enforce legislation.
2. To preside over Student Government Meetings.
3. To manage and direct committees formed by the SGA.
4. To speedily sign or veto bills.
5. To serve as the Chief Justice on the Student Court.
6. To be the lead spokesperson for the Student Government.
7. To ensure cooperation between the Student Body and Program Staff.
8. To maintain knowledge of current Upward Bound and SGA affairs.

The President shall be vested with certain executive powers, such as: 
1. The right to veto bills.
2. Authority to relegate power within the Executive Branch.
3. Power to fill vacancies within executive offices.
4. Privilege to issue executive orders and directives.
5. Right to resign from office.
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Section II - Vice President 
The Vice President shall serve as the Executive Officer of the House of 
Representatives and is elected to a term that lasts two years during the Summer 
General Election. Any student seeking the Office of the Vice President must meet 
the same standards as the President to hold office.

In addition to being the House Executive Officer, the Vice President must also 
carry out the following duties: 

1. To become acting President of the SGA if the President is unable to finish
his or her term.

2. To transmit passed bills onto the President for an executive decision.
3. To inform the House on executive decisions.
4. To inform appropriate Program Staff members on the status of government.
5. To ensure the Executive Branch is aware of legislative affairs.

The Vice President hereby has the right to resign from office. 

Section III - Secretary
The Secretary shall be elected to a one year term during the Summer General 
Election. Any student seeking the Office of Secretary  must meet the same 
standards the President and Vice President meet to hold office. 

The Secretary is, most importantly, obligated to ascribe the various affairs of the 
SGA, as well as the following: 

1. To accurately maintain and upkeep SGA records.
2. To work with the Vice President to keep an accurate log of legislation.
3. To deliver relevant SGA business material to proper staff members.

The Secretary shall also receive the right to resign from office. 
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Article II - Legislative Branch 

Section I - House of Representatives 
The House of Representatives shall be formed by one Representative from each 
host high school, each elected to a one year term during the Summer General 
Election. To become a Representative, the student must have maintained a 2.50 
GPA during the school year and follow the rules of DCEA, Upward Bound, and 
Carson-Newman University. 

The House is vested with legislative authority and is to act as a representative body 
with the following duties: 

1. To represent the beliefs of constituents.
2. To create legislation that helps the program and its Student Body.
3. To consider various ideals while devising legislation.
4. To form SGA Committees to focus on specific issues pertaining to the

Student Body.
5. To ensure stability within the program by cooperating with the Program

Staff and other branches of the SGA.

Because the House has been vested with legislative authority, it derives several 
exclusive powers from thereof, such as: 

1. Power to override a Presidential veto (must have two-thirds vote).
2. Privilege of legislative sovereignty, or freedom from executive

encroachment.
3. Authority to formulate and establish bills and resolutions as legislation.
4. Duty to select Associate Justices for the Student Court.
5. Freedom to create and dismantle SGA Committees.
6. Right to try and impeach executive officers for failing to discharge office.
7. Capacity to create regulations and guidelines for the SGA.
8. Authority to govern itself and appoint House officers.
9. If necessary, to create legislation that assists in the carrying out of the

aforementioned powers and duties.
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Section II - Legislative Proceedings 
The House shall create legislation through bills and resolutions. Legislation is to be 
introduced to the House during SGA Meetings by the sponsors and cosponsors of 
the legislation. After the legislation has been introduced, the Speaker of the House 
will hold a motion to vote on the bill. If the House carries the motion, the 
legislature will hold a vote to pass or fail the legislation through a majority ruling. 

If the President issues a veto on passed legislation, the House shall have the vetoed 
legislation returned to them. However, a veto can be overruled if a two-thirds 
majority of the House votes in favor of doing so. If this occurs, the legislation 
becomes active SGA law regardless of the President’s objections. 

The House shall be the sole body to pursue impeachment proceedings against any 
officer of the SGA. In the case of impeachment, the House shall introduce a 
resolution to pursue impeachment. The resolution shall specify the office, office 
holder, and sound reason for impeachment. After the resolution’s introduction, the 
legislature will hold deliberations and vote on impeaching the stated officer. The 
vote shall be passed only by a two-thirds majority vote. 

If the House deems necessary, committees may be formed to address specific 
issues. Committees shall be formed by members of the Student Body who have 
been approved by the legislature to work on said committee. The President shall be 
the chief director of all House sanctioned committees and is tasked with carrying 
out operations for the committees. SGA Committees will receive their authority 
directly from the House and will be limited to the confines outlined in their proper 
legislative contract. 
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Article III - Judicial Branch 

Section I - Student Court 
The Student Court shall be formed by the SGA President and three 
Representatives. The President will serve as the Chief Justice and the 
Representatives as Associate Justices. 

The Court is to act as an appeals body for students who are undergoing behavior 
modification reprimandation sought after by Program Staff. Students who feel they 
have received unfair or unwarranted punishment may submit a request to the Court 
within twenty-four hours of the initial incident to be granted an inquiry. During the 
inquiry, the student may request a staff member, coach, or facilitator to serve as a 
Student Advocate to help them form the groundwork for their case. 

Section II - Court Proceedings
If the Court finds reasonable grounds for a case to be present, the Chief Justice will 
determine a court date and issue appearance requests to the involved parties 
stipulated within the inquiry of the student appeal. If the requested parties fail to 
attend the court hearing, the appeal will be granted and any behavioral 
modification forms issued will be recommended for commutation or pardoning; the 
opposite will happen if the appealing party fails to be in attendance. 

A Jury of peers will be formed by randomly selected students with no affiliation to 
any of the involved parties. At the hearing, if all parties are present, the Court will 
hear all interpretations of the incident and determine the best course of action. If 
the Court moves forward with the case, the Jury will deliberate with the statements 
and pieces of evidence submitted to them. The Jury is required to reach a 
unanimous verdict that the Court will vote to enforce. If the appeal is upheld by the 
final ruling, the Court will submit its findings to the Director for appropriate and 
just administrative actions. 
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Article IV - Elections 

Section I - General Elections 
A General Election will be held on Tuesday of the third week of the Summer 
Program. All vacant executive and legislative offices will be up for election 
during the General Election. Candidates must meet the criterion stated for the 
appropriate office they are campaigning for. 

During the week of the election, candidates are allowed to solicit votes through 
campaign advertisements that meet the program’s rules and expectations. Students 
may not campaign for two separate offices, nor hold two offices (unless otherwise 
stipulated herein) within the Student Government. Students are also limited to 
serve no more than two terms in the same office if seeking an executive office. 

Section II - Special Elections 
In the event of multiple offices becoming vacant, the President or the House may 
call to order a Special Election. Through a writ of Executive Order or by House 
Resolution, a date will be selected and the list of vacant seats within the SGA will 
be placed on a ballot. Candidates that are elected will serve out the remainder of 
their predecessor's term. 

Because Graduated Seniors have only a few weeks left in the program, they may 
not seek office in a general election, although they will be permitted to cast votes.
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Article V - Amending, Abolishing, & Ratifying 

Section I - Amending 
If the legislature finds a necessity, this Constitution may be amended. A resolution 
must be introduced to state the reason for amending, portions to be amended, and a 
date in which a draft of the Amendment will be presented for review by the House. 
After a final version of the Amendment is reached, the House will vote to 
implement it through a two-thirds majority vote. The President must sign or veto 
Amendment Resolutions. If the President signs, the Amendment will be attached to 
the General Election ballot and will become apart of this Constitution if a majority 
of the Student Body votes in favor of it. 

Section II - Abolishing 
To abolish this Constitution, the House must have a two-thirds agreement to do so. 
A resolution that cites a replacement document, reason for abolishment, and a 
deadline for a replacement must be created and passed in the House in conjunction 
with the President’s approval. If the President vetoes the resolution, the House may 
only override the veto through a unanimous vote. The resolution and its stipulated 
replacement will then be issued at the General Election in the Summer and may 
only be passed by a three-fourths majority vote from the Student Body. 

Section III - Ratifying 
This Constitution will be ratified during the 2018 General Election if three-fourths 
of the Student Body votes in the affirmative of adopting this document as the 
replacement for the previous SGA Constitution. Article V will be renamed to 
“Article V: Amending and Abolishing,”  and Section III will become inoperable if 
this document is ratified during the 2018 General Election.
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