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Eagle Day Dates 

 December 5th (Christmas Trip) 
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 March 12th 

 April 2nd (Spring Trip) 

 May 7th 

How to Prepare for the FAFSA 
It’s almost here! FAFSA madness will officially start in January.  If you are a senior you are more than 

likely feeling a little anxious about everything.  Follow these tips to prepare for the FAFSA , plan 

ahead and keep your stress level low. 

Create an FAFSA ID.  To submit your FAFSA online you AND 

YOUR PARENT will need to create and ID with a username and 

password. This will allow you to confirm your identity when 

assessing your financial aid information and when signing Feder-

al Student Aid documents. If you still do not have a FAFSA ID, go 

speak to your Upward Bound advisor and they will help you sign 

up for one. You can also go to https://fsaid.ed.gov.  

Gather your documents. Before you begin the FAFSA, gather 

the necessary paperwork. Having the right information on hand 

makes completing the FAFSA easier. You will need your and your parent’s social security number, 

taxable income W-2 forms or other records of money earned or received, any documentation of 

untaxed income (worker’s compensation, child support, housing, food and other living allowances), 

and bank statements.  

Set aside time. The FAFSA can take some time to prepare for and complete. Make sure you allow 

enough time in your schedule to complete the FAFSA by your financial aid deadlines.  

Know your deadlines. Submit your FAFSA as soon as you can after January 1st. Filling out the FAF-

SA early will give you a bigger chance of qualifying for more scholarship money.  

Attend your school’s FAFSA nights. Bring your parents and all documentation needed to your 

school’s FAFSA nights. These will help you and answer any questions you have if you get stuck on a 

question. FAFSA night schedules are on page 4. Go check it out! 

Christmas at Biltmore 
We will be going to Biltmore for our Christmas trip this 

year! George Vanderbilt actually introduced his new home 

to family and friends on Christmas Eve 1895 with a Christ-

mas party! We will get to enjoy the spectacle of America’s 

largest home decorated with dozens of trees, thousands of 

ornaments, and miles of brightly lit evergreen garland. 

Afterwards we will go shop and eat at Asheville mall!  
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Celebs who were 
Accountants 

Mick Jagger 

rocked the 

numbers 

before 

launching 

his music 

career.  

Before he became 

a UFC champion, 

Chuck Liddell con-

quered a balancing 

sheet.  

 

 

This is one of them most important and successful fields 

in today’s business  world. Individuals, businesses, and 

the government need accountants on a regular basis. 

These individuals help balance small and big budgets and are in complete control of all of the 

money that is coming and going. Here are a couple of reasons why you should consider becoming 

an accountant: 

 If you love math then there is not better career to have!  

 You won’t have to worry about not having a job. This is a industry that continues to see 

growth. Most accountants also work 9 to 5, Monday through Friday!  

 Those who enjoy working in a structured environment and having the ability to do the same 

types of things on a regular basis will benefit from this career. The job may seems tedious 

to some, but for others it is the perfect combination of organization! 

 If you want to help businesses grow and develop, this is the job for you! Accountants help 

businesses to balance their budgets and balance sheets so that they can work towards 

building and growth. 

 You don’t want to work for a business? No worries! Many who work in  this field do their 

own business. They serve the needs of several clients  or large numbers of individuals and 

businesses.  

 If you have your sights set on something a little higher, the government is always looking 

for accountants to help out! You will have opportunities to work at the local, state and 

federal level.  

“A successful student 
knows how to have a 
good time, and love 
gaining knowledge all 
while getting awesome 
grades.” 

Steps to Success 

Career Spotlight: Accountant 

What does it mean to be a successful stu-

dent? Successful students know how to focus 

on their studies when it matters while also 

taking breaks when they need them. They can 

manage their time wisely, stick to meaningful 

study schedules, and make the most of their 

time in the classroom. They also know how to 

have a good time, and love gaining knowledge 

all while getting awesome grades. So how do 

you become a successful student? Just follow 

the “Steps to Success”. 

The first step is to simply shape and strength-

en your focus for success. It may be some-

thing as simple as making an A on your next 

math exam or it may be something a bit more 

complex like graduating as valedictorian of 

your class. No matter what your goal may be, 

you need to take the time and effort to zone 

in and completely focus . 

Use all of the resources that are at your dis-

posal.  If your school offers dual or AP classes , 

take that opportunity! Colleges love to see 

students who constantly challenge them-

selves. If you are struggling in classes, go 

speak to your Upward Bound advisor and ask 

them to put you into tutoring. Seek out assis-

tance. Tutoring is  one of the best resources 

that this program offers to students! There is 

nothing wrong with asking  for help.  

Commit to excellence in everything that you 

do. No matter how hard it may be, once you 

commit to something  make sure that you 

follow through until it is completed. 

Creating lasting relationships  with your 

teachers and counselors will help you in the 

coming years. When you start applying to 

colleges and for scholarships your senior year, 

your teachers and counselors that you have 

built  positive relationships with will be the 

ones to write glowing recommendation 

letters for you. 

The last and most important step is to sustain 

your passion for learning. There will never be 

a moment in your life when you will not learn 

something new.  Think about all of the things 

you would like to accomplish in life , make a 

plan for how to do it and stick with it. 

But remember to have fun! Though it may 

sound like fun is beside the point when it 

come to being a successful student, it can 

actually be the key to your achievements. 

Having fun will allow you to relax and focus 

better when the time comes. Don’t stress out! 

Aim for accomplishments rather than perfec-

tion. 
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Amy Brown was a stu-

dent in the Upward 

Bound program from 

1997-2000. She was an 

Academic and Summer 

Facilitator from 2002-

2003 and Summer Night 

Shift Facilitator in 2004. 

Amy became a full time 

staff member in April 

2006.  She graduated 

from Lincoln Memorial 

University in 2004 with a 

Bachelors in Psychology. 

She currently works as 

our Educational Adviser 

at Sunbright and Coal-

field School, in Morgan 

County.  

Austin Peay State University 
 
Austin Peay State University is located on an urban campus that for 

over 180 years has been used for educational purposes and on which the buildings of 

five colleges have stood. Austin Peay is located in Clarksville, Tennessee, the state’s 

fifth largest and youngest city. The school is named after former Tennessee Governor 

Austin Peay, a Clarksville native. APSU is a four year public, masters level university 

offering over 56 majors and 63 different concentrations.  Between 2000-06, Austin 

Peay’s enrollment increased 30 %  making it one of Tennessee’s fastest growing uni-

versities.  

If you are interested in the ROTC, Austin Peay  has a wonderful program and was 

named a MacArthur Award recipient in 2009, placing it among the top eight programs 

in the country.  

In the most recent statistical year 3,342 prospective students applied, and 2,790 were 

granted admission. There are 7,402 students who are enrolled on a full time basis and 

3,470 attend part time. The University offers more than 100 student organizations and 

a variety of free activities, such as fitness classes, scholarly discussions and movie 

nights. Austin Peay offers the resources of a major university, with a small college feel. 

You’ll get to know people quickly– including your professors. That one-on-one com-

munication is just part of the friendliness that makes Austin Peay a comfortable place 

to be. Austin Peay is only 45 minutes away from Nashville so there is a lot to do! There 

are also opportunities for internships and jobs! Check it out! See if Austin Peay offers 

your degree program by visiting www.apsu.edu. It may be a great fit for you! 
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Founded in 1927, Austin Peay State University is located in Clarksville, Tennessee, just 45 

minutes northwest of Nashville. 

Cost of Attendance  Financial Aid 

Direct Cost Total- $16,292  92% of Freshmen receive aid 

Tuition: $ 5,904   84% receive grant aid 

Room and Board- $9,124  Average grant amount: $6,783 

Other Fees- $1,264  55%  receive student loans 

    Average amount of student loan:$5,282 

Indirect Cost Total- $7,638   

Books: $1,550    Bachelor Degree Grad Rate 

Other (transportation, personal)- $6,088  4 yr. Grad Rate: 14% 

Total Estimated Cost per yr.- $23,930 6 yr. Grad Rate: 34% 



You’re almost to the half-way point of this academic year (sigh of relief). You can breathe a bit 

easier knowing you have worked hard and almost have this semester wrapped up. Seniors—you 

can kick back and relax knowing you have applied to your colleges of choice and still have a few 

more months to decide where you will actually go to college in the Fall of 2016. This winter and 

spring you will have various items due from your college(s) that you must remember to submit. 

So even though you are relaxing for now… don’t let senioritis get the best of you. Keep a close 

eye on all of your university/college students email accounts etc. Nowadays this is how most 

colleges get important forms to you. They don’t mail them out anymore. Long gone are the days 

of old (like 5 years ago).  

Next month, each Upward Bound Adviser will hold a FAFSA event, for current students, parents, 

and alumni. If you need help filling out the FAFSA or getting your FSA ID… take advantage of 

these meetings and go get help! It’s FREE! You can call 423-312-1561 and speak to me directly, 

should you have any questions or concerns.  

We hope to see everyone on the December Trip. There is nothing like seeing Biltmore lit up and 

decorated for Christmas. We hope all students enjoy it and have fun. We also hope all of you 

have a Merry Christmas and enjoy your Christmas 

break.  

Director’s Corner 

Wish a special birthday to: 

Sandi Harris– Dec 17th (67 

years old) 

Jordan Lowe– Dec 31st (34 

years old) 

This month, the following 

students are celebrating their 

birthday! 

Regan Cox– Dec 3 

Brielle Marshall– Dec 4 

Hayley McKinney– Dec 4 

Brandon Stanfill– Dec 5 

Brandon Cavin– Dec 7 

Christy Griffith– Dec 12 

Hunter Davis– Dec 17 

Caleb Overholt– Dec 17 

Saraya Neal– Dec 19 

Trenton Clark– Dec 21 

Jayden Goins– Dec 22 

Haylee Hamby– Dec 24 

Gracie Crowe– Dec 25 

Darian Bond– Dec 28 

Dakota Ward– Dec 30th 

Join us next month and let us help you fill out your FAFSA 

 

Hawkins County— January 4th, 8:00am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Grainger County—January 4th, 10:00am-6:30pm 

Morgan County (Coalfield) 8:00am-11:00pm and (Sunbright) 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Scott County– January 6th, 5:00pm-7:00pm in the Technology Center 


